
The prevention and elimination of disrespect 

and abuse during facility-based childbirth

Every woman has the right to the 

highest attainable standard of 

health, which includes the right to 

dignified, respectful health care. 

WHO statement

Background

Ensuring universal access to safe, acceptable, good 

quality sexual and reproductive health care, particularly 

contraceptive access and maternal health care, can 

dramatically reduce global rates of maternal morbidity 

and mortality. Over recent decades, facility delivery rates 

have improved as women are increasingly incentivized to 

utilize facilities for childbirth, through demand generation, 

community mobilization, education, financial incentives or 

policy measures.

However, a growing body of research on women’s 

experiences during pregnancy, and particularly childbirth, 

paints a disturbing picture. Many women across the globe 

experience disrespectful, abusive or neglectful treatment 

during childbirth in facilities. (1-3)  This constitutes a 








